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PRISONERS for DEBT, 


as «certainly our when it is conſidered : 


ft. That any Micha or | Tradeſman, when 8 W or r Indiſeretions, L 
or even the neceſſary Expences of maintaining and bringing up a Family (which will too 5 
naturally exceed the Profits of a ſmall Trade) finds amel in inſolvent Circumſtances, e 
he ſeldom, through Fear, Pride, or Shame, or all three combined, will diſcloſe his diſ. 
igreeable Situation to his Creditors, till he 18 either denied Credit, or ſees the Storm mm. 
4 * Creditors inevitable and at his Door, or finds himſelf arreſted, by ſome more vigilant 5 
. Creditors, and held to Bail. — This Scene opens the Door of the Debtor's Circum- 
A faances, and if he cannot ſatisfy his urgent Creditors Demands, he generally meets the 
3 whole of his Creditors, and nde vous after an Accommodation, by offering thema 
Compoſition; and it is always remarked by People converſant in Buſineſs, that this is 
I the beſt Offer in the Debtor* 8 Power; and, if not accepted of, the Creditors ſeldom or 
deer find themſelves ſo well ſatisfied by any other Method. But here there is a Plain- 
uff in the Caſe, who has got Bail, and claims a Preference on that Account, and wil! 


not take 1 98. 6d. in the Pound, when perhaps there is not 108. for the Reſt; they think 


him unreaſonable, and will not comply ; the Accommodation breaks off, and the poor 8 
. Debtor dares not ſatisfy him, if the Money 1 is ready 1 in his Pocket. The Plaintiff hes 
do execution; the Debtor's whole Connection will not ſuffer a Commiſſion of Bankruj pt; . 
ee cannot go to a Gaol with an empty Pocket, for fear of ſtarving ; ſo in he goes with _ 
all the Reſidue of his Eſtate, upon which he is to live till Death: or the Legiſlature, 


out of their Compaſſion, relieves his Perſon. No honeſt Heart, mixed 9 05 Mercy, 


vill deny, this poor Debtor is a very proper Object of Legiſlative Compaſſion ; and if 


the Creditors are e injured, it cannot men be charged on him or the Legilature. 


adly. When a 8 or n in more 3 1 by fome Means 


or other finds himſelf failing in the World, an amicable Accommodation is always the 
irſt Attempt, and the moſt deſirable for the unhappy Debtor; and if offered by an 


| honeſt Man, is, beyond all Contradiction, the moſt beneficial to the Creditors, as re- 
covered at the ſmalleſt Expence to the Eſtate; this is generally done by compounding: 


for bo enk in the Found as 8 his ate! wil reaſonably Ents making Allowances for che. 
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17 is ay a - takes N of the - Gravy of Mankind, that the 7 A., 70 
| | wility of the preſent Laws againſt Debtors, i is a Security to their Creditors of 1 - -- 
Property; ; and that a ſoſtening of the Rigour of thoſe Laws, would be an Injury = 
to the Subjects, and deſtructive of murual F aith and Credit, -— TRE 7 8 will : 


g Goods ſold at 25 or 30 per Cent. leſs than they coſt, the Debts periſhing by the Inatten- I 


Riſque of Debts owing to the Eſtate, that may grow bad, -or periſh, to be paid at cer. 1 
tain Periods, as can be agreed upon, and giving Security for thoſe Payments; or RA V EE 
aſſigning over his Eſtate and Effects to one or more of his Creditors, for the Benefit c 
the Whole, in Conſideration of a general Releaſe. —Theſe Methods often miſcarry, let 2 
the Debtor be never ſo honeſt; and for the moſt Part owing to the Obſtinacy of che 1 
troubleſome Creditor or Creditors, who, though on an Equality with all the reſt, without Y 
any other Reaſon than their own turbulent Humours, will not come into ſuch Accom. Mt 
modation; the Reſt agree to make the poor Debtor a Bankrupt; and what between the 1 
fruitleſs Attempts of Accommodation, the neceſſary unavoidable Expence of the Com. 2 


tion of Aſſignees, charged with too much Buſineſs of their own to attend to the Intereſt Y 
of the unfortunate Man's Eſtate : Beſides, the Sweets of holding the Stakes, is enough et Ml 
. itſelf to prolong the Dividend; ſo that an Eſtate on which the Debtor could very well Y 
have afforded to have given Security for the Payment of 138. in the Pound, by reaſon. Ml 
able Inſtallments, and been a Gainer by the Bargain for his Trouble, ſhall not now pro- 3 
duce 7s. or 8s. and that not paid in leſs than three or four Years ; and in ſmaller and worſ 1 
Etſtates, the Subject is reduced to nothing at all, or a Shilling or two in the Pound at Ml 
moſt: The Blame ſeldom fails being laid to the Bankrupt's Door, and forſooth, becauſa Mt 
under this Management, and probably after rejecting a very reaſonable Compoſition, MR 
_ offered by the Debtor before he became Bankrupt; the Aſſignees tell the Creditors they 2m 
| don't expect Matters will be half what they were offered; then the poor Debtor goes to I 3 
Rack; few or none of the Creditors will ſign his Certificate; others, more rigid, won't 3 
pPirove their Debts before the Sitting of the Commiſſioners, for making the firſt Divi- IF 
dend; and finding Affairs in this Situation, immediately conclude, he has, beyond all WM 
Doubt, ſecreted his Effects; and from this Perſwaſion, or from ſome ather Motive MR 
equally unreaſonable, ſhall throw this poor Devil into a Goal; there he muſt end his MW 
DPDays; for the Parliament has never conſidered him as an Object of their Compaſſion; Ml 
nay, indeed, have always expreſsly excepted againſt him in every Inſolvent Act; Wb 
although there ſeems not in all the Priſons of England a more proper Object of Mercy. Wi 


3dly. It is ſimply impoſſible to conceive, under the preſent Severity of the Laus 
againſt Debtors, that any Man, be the Nature of his Debt what it will (excepting a | 

\ Bankrupt already in Execution, or that may be ſued to Execution before his final Exa- 
mination, and obliged to ſurrender his Eſtate and Effects on Pain of Death) can recon- 
cile himſelf to go into a Gaol, and cry at the Door, or at the Iron Grates of the Priſon, | 
for a Morſel of Bread, to prevent his famiſhing of Hunger, and not carry in with him 
what Money or Effects he has left, when he can find no other Remedy to keep his Bail | 
Hhharmleſs, than ſurrendering his Perſon in Diſcharge of them. The Argument bears W 
double Weight when the Debtor is charged with a Family, whoſe Support depends en- I 
-  tirely on his Induſtry : There he muſt remain; there is no Releaſe for his Perſon, unlels WM 
he is diſcharged by an Act of Parliament; and then the Mercy of the Legiſlature is chal- A 
lenged for giving away the Property of his Majeſty's Subjects: For God's fake, what W 
Property? The Perſon of a Man in Rags, whoſe Body can never be of half the Value ot 

the Carcaſe of a Sheep to his Creditors ; and in all theſe Caſes the Parliament has ever ſhewn 

the ſtricteſt Attention to Juſtice, mixt with Mercy, by ordaining the poor Debtor to 

| diveſt himſelf of every Thing he has left, without his Eyes, real or perſonal, which he 

is poſſeſſed of in Remainder, Reverſion, or Expectancy. Where is the Ha! ſhip on 

the Subjects, who might have had all the Debtor was poſſeſſed of before he went to oh 

a2 Gaol? Could the Debtor give more to redeem even his Soul from Death? The Hard. 4 

| ſhip then ſeems to be this, that the Debtor would not give his All to his Creditors, and 
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miſſion, and the Havock made in the Debtor's Goods by the Expences of a Sale, the 4 
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1 Aren! 90 ſulpt! into a : Gaol, and be ſtarved to Death | in x Satisfaction for the Deficiency he 
Vas not able to Pay. 
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Moſt of our ir neighbouring Kingdams a States 3 to have Arete to the Neceſſity 


of moderating this Severity, particularly the Dutch, who have long been our Rivals in 
Trade and Commerce, and where good Faith and Credit amongſt the Subjects, ſeems 

to be ſo much the more eſſential, as the very Being of their Commonwealth is Trade,— 
Each Province has its own Ordonnanties; in Rotterdam, for Example, they have the 
Deſolate Kamer; this is a Chamber to which any Inſolvent may addreſs himſelf, and de- 
liver up his Eſtate and Effects (in Dutch, termed Bordit) upon Oath the Commiſſioners Y 
appointed for that Purpoſe (who are generally the Scheepens, a Kind of Common Coun- 


cil-men) take upon themſelves the Office of Arbitrators, and have a right to inſpect the 


Inſolvents' Books, and very rarely but they find him regular and exact in his Accounts, 
though he be ever ſo retrogade i in his Circumſtances : ; they find the Inſolvent an honeſt 
Man, they clear his Perſon from Arreſt by Certificate, and recommend Humanity: and 
Lenity to the Creditors; and very frequently the C reditors themſelves aſſiſt him (by 
the above Recommendation) with the Loan of Money, to re-eſtabliſh him in Buſineſs 
and Credit, and this they term Rehabilitetren. The good Effects of this noble Method 
of Acting, is very ſenſibly felt by Creditors it acts very forcibly upon the Minds * 
honeſt Babes! ; and it is noforious in Holland, that many, under theſe Circumltancs, 
have lived to pay their Creditors Principal and Intereſt, and have become afterwards 
Men of great Wealth; and whoſe Integrity: and Honour in Commerce, having been thus 
tried, have been elected into the C Offices of their Legiſlation, i in n which: they have : biyed. 


and died an Ornament and E xarple to Mankind. 


5 7 he Scotch PROS: a diſtind Kingdom) i in Gi leſs commercial State: gh le : 155 . 
0 ee worthy of the Compaſſion of their Government, and provided their Act of 
Ceſſio Bonorum, by Petition of the Debtors to the Courts of Juſtice; and public 1 
mation given to the Creditors, to receive their Eſtate and Effects, or sive in their = 

FROST wy the Debtor ſhould not be releaſed from his Impriſonment. 5 


It cannot be apprehended bet kw found = bad Effects of theſe 1 as POL ill. 


= 1 F unrepealed; and the Parliament of Great Britain ſeemed to have an Eye to this 
Maderation, by an Act paſſed in the 32d Year of George the Second, entitled, An 
Act for Relief of Debtors, with Reſpect to the Impriſonment of their Perſons, and to 

. oblige Debtors, who ſhall continue in Execution! in Priſon beyond a certain Time, and 


« for Sums not exceeding what are mentioned in the ſaid Act, to make Dilcovery of, 


1 1 and deliver up on Oath their Eſtates for their Creditors Benefit. In this Act the Ay 
—— is limited to 1001. Damages and Coſts; and no Perſon who is charged in Execution for . 
any Thing exceeding that Sum, can be relieved : It would be therefore not an improper -. 
. Conſideration, whether ie Extenſion of this AR, without Limitation of Sums, would 
ot be productive of more general Good than Evil to Great Britain? as thereby the Cre- 
1 ditors would ſee their own Loſs in accumulating expenſive Law Suits againſt Debtors; © 
and Debtors in Aſſurance of their Liberty, woold be encouraged to make: a chearful and 
£ Hr e of their Effects to their Creditors. 5 
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